Term 1 - 2017
Leader’s Edition

Contents
(Sermon Dates)
Four Topics for Growth Group
Leaders

page 3

Group Contract

page 7

People in my group

page 8

Study 1 - Luke 2:41-52

(29/01) page 11

Study 2 - Luke 3:1-38

(5/02) page 15

Study 3 - Luke 4:1-13

(12/02) page 21

Study 4 - Luke 4:14-30

(19/02) page 25

Study 5 - Luke 4:31-44

(26/02) page 29

Study 6 - Luke 5:1-16

(5/03) page 34

Study 7 - Luke 5:17-26

(12/03) page 39

Study 8 - Luke 5:27-32

(19/03) page 43

Study 9 - Luke 5:33-39

(26/03) page 46

Study 10 - Luke 6:1-11

(2/04) page 50

Study 11 - Luke 6:12-36

(9/04) page 54

For Further Study: A Motley Crew
of Names

Page 1

Page 57

Four Topics for Growth Group
Leaders
1] About The Leader
Being a Growth Group leader can be a highly rewarding act of
service – I pray that you will grow too in the process!

3 essentials for Growth Group leaders
1. Be trained. Look out for moments of leader training organised
at church so that you can know and improve your skills in
leading a Growth Group and understanding God’s word.
2. Partner with the church. Operate in partnership with other
groups in your congregation and with the plans of the church.
Don’t be a lone ranger.
3. Be growing. What is your own discipline and plan for Christian
maturity?
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2] About Growth Groups
We are about growing or maturing and doing that alongside one
another. Let’s describe these as ‘coaching’ and ‘community’.

Coaching
1. Learn to Read. The bible is a book and learning how to read it
is so important to Christian maturity. The Growth Group study
material is a tool only and must not overshadow the primary
goal of learning to read and listen to God’s word.
2. Learn to Pray. The primary way of learning how to pray is by
listening to others and practising. Sing praises to God in your
prayers and learn how to magnify God with your prayers
together.

Caring
1. Learn to Care. Growth Groups provide a close community of
people who can be praying, sharing and caring for one another.
One reason we encourage groups to be formed from the same
congregation is for easier follow-up and strengthening the
sense of church membership.
2. Seek to Grow. Your congregation is the mission eld for your
Growth Group. Remember, there’s no such thing as a full Growth
Group - only groups that are ready to multiply! A large group of
15, with two leaders added, can become two new groups of 8 or
9.
3. Work Together. What ministry or initiative could your group do
together this year? Sunday morning-tea or supper? Letterbox
lea eting for the church? A street party in your area? Gardening
at the church? A BBQ at a church event? A dialogue dinner with
friends?

Page 3

3] Preparing The Study
In short, you want to be familiar with the bible text and the aim of the
study before the group meets. Read the whole book once or twice
before a series starts.

The Essentials of Preparation
1. Pray.
2. Read the passage you are studying for the week.
3. Make notes
a. Context - What has happened previously in the book,
testament and bible that helps illuminate this section?
b. Observation - What is obvious in the text? What words
stand out? What seems weird, out of place, or abrupt in
the text? Paraphrase each paragraph. Write down any
questions that you have.
c. Meaning - What is the point of this passage? What is the
purpose and meaning of it? And what is unique to this
passage that the bible would be worse o for not having?
d. Application - How would you apply this passage? Be
careful to nd speci c application instead of things like:
have faith, or know that Jesus is Lord, or trust God.
4. See the point. What is your number one aim for this study?
5. Pray. Thank God for what you have learned and pray for his
help in guiding the group to know him more too.

The Tools for Help
1. Growthgroups.campbelltownanglican.org contains a pastor’s
notes on each passage as well as other general resources.
2. The study book material. This is a tool to assist discussion and
direction for the group and is in no way a mandatory book for
the group to use.
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4] The Meeting Plan
Meet and Greet. First 30 minutes: Members arrive, grab a drink and
have good conversations which can be handed to God in prayer at
the end of the study.

Context and Observation. Now, spend about 30 minutes reading
and comprehending the bible together. The questions in the book
are aimed at comprehension before moving to a meaning and
application.
Meaning. Take a moment to try and summarise what the group has
covered. Skillfully draw in all the ideas that have been discussed to
show what the bible has taught the group tonight.
Application. Put forward an application for the group to discuss. It
may have already been covered during the discussion but if not, draw
everyone’s attention to one area that you decided was a good
application from the text.
End in prayer together. Make a point of encouraging prayer from
everyone. This may take time and strategy but it is worth the e ort.
About 90 minutes from the starting time, everything has been
covered and all that is left is for people to hang around and chat
some more. The aim is not to exhaust people but create a refreshing
and sustainable plan for everybody.
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Group Contract
A clear understanding and agreement on the expectations of your
group will help keep your group sailing smoothly throughout the year.
Use the questions below to agree on the commitments of each group
member. Write down your initial thoughts on each question, then listen
to what others have written. Finally, write down what your group is
happy to commit to together.

With regards to…
Attendance

… I expect…
… we agree…

Timeliness

… I expect…
… we agree…

Preparation

… I expect…
… we agree…

Participation

… I expect…
… we agree…

Other

… I expect…
… we agree…

_________________________
(sign here)
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People in my Growth Group
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Study 1 Luke 2:41-52
Didn’t you know….?
Context
We come to the last account of Jesus’ childhood years and the end of
Chapter 2 of Luke. We’ve listened to Gabriel announce to Mary that
Israel’s king and saviour is coming (1:26 ). We read of the not yet
born John bouncing in Elizabeth’s womb because he was in the
presence of the not yet born Jesus (1:39 )! We’ve listened to Mary
respond with songs of praise for all that God has done, all that he
promises to do and all that he is ful lling in her time (1:46 ). We
pictured a night sky lit up by angels singing glory to God (2:8 ). The
shepherds who witnessed this then raced to Bethlehem to see the
baby born and spread the word of this child. Mary and Joseph heard
what the shepherds said about their baby, and Mary treasured all of
these things in her heart and pondered them (2:19). When Mary and
Joseph presented Jesus to the Lord, they watched as a devout Jew
named Simeon took Jesus and praised God for sending his salvation
and light into the world. Jesus’ parents marveled at what was said
about him (2:33). Simeon then prophesied to Mary concerning her and
her son (2:34-35). Lastly, Anna the prophet spoke in the presence of
Mary and Joseph about this special child who will bring redemption to
Jerusalem (2:36-38). We arrive now at the nal installment of Mary
and Joseph with Jesus as a child.

What do you think?
Think of a time when you lost something of great value. How did you
feel? How did you respond?

What does the bible say?
Read Luke 2:41-52
Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the
Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the
41
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festival, according to the custom. 43 After the festival was over, while
his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their
company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for
him among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not nd him,
they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they
found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening
to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was
amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents
saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why
have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously
searching for you.”
“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had
to be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he
was saying to them.
49

Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to
them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And
Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.
51

1. Re-read Verses 41-45. How do Mary and Joseph feel and
respond in the three days it takes to locate Jesus in the
temple courts?
They are initially unaware that Jesus is not with them on the journey home (v43) and
therefore not concerned about Jesus - it should have been a journey just like the many
they had all done before. They assumed that he was with relatives and friends travelling
with them (v44) and were therefore not too worried about Jesus. When they realise he is
not with them (v44) - a day after they left Jerusalem, they return to Jerusalem to look for
him (v45) - he is somewhere within the city! When they nally nd Jesus they are
astonished (v48)- probably a combination of nally nding him, seeing him interacting so
intelligently with the teachers of the law and realising that Jesus was unaware that he had
been missed. The only spoken words in this section are a reminded that Jesus is in a
relationship with Joseph and Mary - they have been extremely worried about Jesus (v48).
This relationship will change as he separates from them and as they all prepare
themselves for how God’s purpose for Jesus’ life will impact them and the world.

2. Look at Verses 46-48. Discuss the picture Luke creates of
Jesus in the temple court.
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Jesus, a twelve year old boy, is sitting among the teachers of the law in the temple courts
discussing, asking questions and giving replies (v46). He is both listening and gently
pointing out clearer understandings of the Old Testament (v47). His understanding of who
he is and his life’s purpose is growing through his time in the temple courts.

3. Why does Jesus respond to Mary and Joseph as he does in
Verses 49-50?
Jesus’ verbal response in Verse 49 indicates that it is more than a physical separation
taking place - it is also a separation in his identity from them. He is God’s son rst and
foremost and God’s plans for his life are more important in the long term goal of
forgiveness and salvation. He is beginning the process of helping his parents understand
that he will separate in his identity from them.

4. Look at Verses 51-52. What does Jesus’ decision to be
obedient to his parents and go home with them allow him to
do?
The passage up to this point has been a lesson for Joseph and Mary to be prepared for
their son to go away. As Jesus grows, Mary values his obedience and growth and ponders
what God’s purpose is for his life (v51). In these verses, Jesus goes home with them respecting them as he continues to grow (v51) in ‘wisdom and stature, and in favour with
God and men’ (v52).

What is the purpose of this passage?
The son of Joseph and Mary was destined to lead Israel into the true
kingdom of God. He called the Temple of God his Father’s house. He
displayed an amazing understanding of the word of God. He grew
into an impressive man of God in every way. However, Mary and
Joseph needed to be ready to let their son be exactly who he is.
“Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” We can be
impressed by Jesus; we can boast that he is for us; but we cannot
restrain him or presume to tame him.

How can we apply this?
● Topic A: The di erence between knowing about Jesus and
knowing Jesus. It is one thing to be an expert in the gospels and
the rest of the bible but quite another level to know God and
know Jesus. Meditating on God’s word rather than simply
reading it and moving on is one way of growing in this way. It’s
becoming engaged beyond knowing the content of the bible
and growing in awe and wonder at the person who stands
behind it all.
● Topic B: Growing in Christian maturity. Similar to the rst
application point but pushing the idea of not settling with what
Page 13

you know. Mary and Joseph had become accustomed to their
relationship with Jesus and seemed almost to assume it would
stay that way. Christians will grow in their relationship with God
when they bring God into every conscious aspect of their life.
We will continue to learn to relate to him in the way that he
deserves and not simply in the way that we would like.
● Topic C: Being clear about what is important in life. Jesus
knew his destiny was in bringing the light of God and salvation
to the world, and yet he showed great patience and humility to
do this. It is not enough for us to know what we need to do but
also how we do it! While Jesus was in the right to abandon his
earthly parents, he chose to submit to them for a while longer.
This is not an invitation to simply cruise through life waiting for
things to happen for us, but to see the balance between
knowing and discovering our work and then pursuing it with
grace and wisdom.

Prayer for the week
Heavenly Father, thank you for all that we know about Jesus, your
Son, our Saviour and Lord. Please help us to follow him, to know him
and to love him. We praise you for the patience you have with us as
we struggle to understand exactly who you are and what you plan for
us to do. Amen.
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Study 2 Luke 3: 1-38
Preaching a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins.
Context
As the third chapter opens, we notice time has passed. The birth
narratives and early years of Jesus are left behind, and the story of
Jesus and John as adults begins. If Chapter 2:41-52 was a farewell
story to Mary, then Chapter 3:1-23 is a new beginning to Luke’s gospel
centred around the life, teaching and ministry of Jesus. The twelve
year old boy of Chapter 2:42 has become a man of about thirty (3:23)
and the eighteen years between has passed by in silence.
Luke began his book with the promise to give accurate details of the
events that have taken place and been ful lled so that we may have
certainty of the truth. Chapter 3 begins with some speci c detail of the
political landscape and historical data.

What do you think?
Robert Frost’s poem ‘Mending Wall’ explores how a fence divides two
men’s properties and the two approaches they have to life. What
‘barriers’ need to be removed in our lives so that we have a Christ-like
attitude and approach to life?

What does the bible say?
Read Luke 3: 1-38
In the fteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother
Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of
Abilene—2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the
word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He
went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of
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repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of
the words of Isaiah the prophet:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.
5
Every valley shall be lled in,
every mountain and hill made low.
The crooked roads shall become straight,
the rough ways smooth.
6
And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ” o
John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to ee from the coming wrath? 8
Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of
these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax is
already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the re.”
10
“What should we do then?” the crowd asked.
11
John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the
one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.”
12
Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked,
“what should we do?”
13
“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.
14
Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”
He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be
content with your pay.”
15
The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their
hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them
all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will
come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and re. 17 His winnowing fork is in his
hand to clear his threshing oor and to gather the wheat into his barn,
but he will burn up the cha with unquenchable re.” 18 And with many
other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news
to them.
7
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But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage
to Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had
done, 20 Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison.
19

When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too.
And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit
descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
21

Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his
ministry. He was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph,
the son of Heli, 24 the son of Matthat,
the son of Levi, the son of Melki,
the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph,
25
the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos,
the son of Nahum, the son of Esli,
the son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath,
the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein,
the son of Josek, the son of Joda,
27
the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa,
the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel,
the son of Neri, 28 the son of Melki,
the son of Addi, the son of Cosam,
the son of Elmadam, the son of Er,
29
the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer,
the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat,
the son of Levi, 30 the son of Simeon,
the son of Judah, the son of Joseph,
the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim,
31
the son of Melea, the son of Menna,
the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan,
the son of David, 32 the son of Jesse,
the son of Obed, the son of Boaz,
the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon,
33
the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram,
the son of Hezron, the son of Perez,
the son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob,
the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham,
23
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the son of Terah, the son of Nahor,
35
the son of Serug, the son of Reu,
the son of Peleg, the son of Eber,
the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan,
the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem,
the son of Noah, the son of Lamech,
37
the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch,
the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel,
the son of Kenan, 38 the son of Enosh,
the son of Seth, the son of Adam,
the son of God.
1. Read Verses 3-6 which describe John’s ministry. Why does
Luke draw our attention back to Old Testament prophecy
and the need for repentance and forgiveness?
Drawing our attention back to Isaiah 40: 3-5 allows us to develop our understanding that
the need for repentance and forgiveness have been an integral part of the history of
humanity; John’s ministry brings Isaiah’s words to ‘life’ and points us to Jesus (v 6)

2. Re-read Verses 7-14 and examine each of the phrases John
uses in this section. How does John’s bluntness reveal our
need to repent and be forgiven?
Each phrase in Verses 7-9 challenges the people surrounding John and us to repent and
seek forgiveness so that they/we may grow. ‘You brood of vipers!’ (v 7) is a clear reminder
that we sin even as we seek godly wisdom and guidance. John is clear and to the point salvation is for the whole world and everyone will be saved on the basis of repentance
which leads to forgiveness (v9). Verses 10-14 are the practical application - share (v11), be
fair 9 (v13), be content (v14).

3. Discuss the picture John creates of Jesus in Verses 15-18 and
the need for repentance.
John describes the Messiah in these verses - powerful (v16), able to baptize with the Holy
Spirit (v16), able and willing to separate the cha from the wheat (v17). John exhorts us to
admonish and preach clearly and provokingly that the King is here and is waiting for your
repentance regardless of the consequences we may face (v18-20).

4. Look at Verses 21-38. Adam and Jesus are God’s sons. One
sinned and one was free from sin. How is Jesus described in
this section?
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Jesus pursues the glory of God on earth - he’s baptised by the Holy Spirit, praised by His
Father (v21-22); he serves God by faithfully pursuing his mission and ministry (v23); He has
come to save humanity (v23-38) - our attention is drawn to the history of mankind through
Jesus’ genealogy; he will remain faithful and pleasing to God.

What is the purpose of this passage?
On the playing eld of human history, none has been more pleasing
and loved by God than Jesus Christ, his Son. Adam’s descendants all
need a saviour. Abraham’s descendants, children of the promise, also
need to repent and turn back to God. John is unworthy to even untie
the sandals of Jesus. However, when the promised one is ready to
begin his ministry, he will not only prove himself to be without sin, he is
declared from heaven above to be approved by the Father and the
Spirit of God. The second Adam and the true King has come. Prepare
the way. Repent and be ready. He comes to baptise with the Spirit
and re. This is the announcement of the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.

How can we apply this?
● Topic A: Preaching repentance. John’s ministry was to call
people to repent and show themselves repentant. The baptism
ritual he performed among the people meant nothing unless
their lives were turned around. He said that their safety is not in
their upbringing or religion but in their hearts being changed.
What would you say to someone who says ‘do you mean I can
just live as I please but then say sorry to Jesus and he’ll forgive
me?’ How can we talk about Jesus as both saviour and judge?
● Topic B: Being repentant. Review the ways John preached to
the crowds in Verses 10-14 and discuss some modern
equivalents to these applications. Which hits home to you?
○ “Share” Verse 11
○ “Fair” Verse 13
○ “Care” Verse 14
○ “Beware [of envy, greed or covetousness]” Verse 14
● Topic C: Placing Jesus both in history and above humanity.
We see in this passage that Jesus is both a son of Adam and the
Son of God. John himself was unworthy to treat him as an equal.
Consider how we describe and talk about Jesus and even how
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you talk to him. Are there helpful and unhelpful ways that we
talk of Jesus in conversation and in prayer?

Prayer for the week
Father in heaven and Lord of all the nations, hear us in the name of
Jesus that we may turn back to you, living lives worthy of repentance
and acknowledge Jesus as the true king. Thank you that your word is
trustworthy and your Son is righteous in every way. Please accept our
prayers and service to you in his name. Amen.
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Study 3 Luke 4: 1-13
Jesus was tested by the devil.
Context
It is the fourth chapter of Luke’s gospel account and for three
chapters Jesus’ coming has been thoroughly described. Two miracle
births provided two vantage points to see how unique this son of
Mary would be. About 30 years has passed since the angel Gabriel
rst appeared to Zechariah and Mary to explain who was coming: the
King who will reign forever, who will bring light into the world, who will
bring salvation to the world and who has been approved by God and
declared to be His Son. Now, Jesus begins his ministry and we are
ready to hear what he will do rst.
Chapter 3 concluded with the earthly genealogy of Jesus and Luke
leaves the name Adam fresh in our minds as we enter the next story.
Where Adam is remembered for his failing the human race when
tested by Satan, we join Jesus now in the wilderness about to be
tested by the same deceptive being.

What do you think?
Think of a time when you have been tempted to do the wrong
thing/eat something you shouldn’t. How did you feel? What
happened?

What does the bible say?
Read Luke 4: 1-13
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit
into the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the
devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he
was hungry.
The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to
become bread.”
3
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4

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’”

The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all
the kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their
authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to
anyone I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.”
5

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve
him only.’”
8

The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest
point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw
yourself down from here. 10 For it is written:
9

“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you
to guard you carefully;
11
they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”
Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.’”
12

When the devil had
opportune time.
13

nished all this tempting, he left him until an

1. Re-read Verses 1-2. Discuss how this scene reminds us of the
Israelites in the desert and God’s faithfulness/wisdom?
Jesus was lead by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness (v1) and was tempted for forty days
by the devil (V2) just as the Israelites were lead by God into the wilderness where they
were tested for forty years. God knew the Israelites hearts and Jesus’ heart and had a
clear plan. Also, this came immediately after Jesus’ baptism which resembles the Israelites
walking through the Red Sea to escape slavery and be freed as God’s chosen people.

2. In Verses 3-4 Satan tempts Jesus for the rst time as he is
fasting, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become
bread.’ How does Jesus respond to Satan?
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Jesus references scripture Deuteronomy 8:3 (v4) to show that God’s word is more
life-giving than food. As the Son of God, he could easily have turned stone to bread, he
could easily have smited Satan but he faithfully trusted and served God knowing that God
is patient and trustworthy. It is important to see what Jesus does with the temptation - he
goes to God’s word to reject the temptation and honour God.

3. Look at Verses 5-12. How does Satan tempt Jesus? What is
Jesus’ response each time and why?
Satan o ers Jesus authority over all the kingdoms of the world if Jesus worships him
(v5-7). Jesus responds with Deuteronomy 6:13 - once again going to God’s word to reject
temptation and remind Satan (and us) to worship God and Him alone. Satan encourages
Jesus to test God by using the Word of God to tempt Jesus a third time quoting Psalm 91:
11-12. Jesus responds with a quote from Deuteronomy 6:16 - listen to the word of God and
worship God alone is the essence of his response.

4. What is the signi cance of Verse 13 for Christians today?
We need to rely on God’s word to guide us in life, resist the devil’s tests in Jesus’ name and
rejoice because of God’s plan starting with Adam and ending with Jesus returning our
names are written in heaven.

What is the purpose of this passage?
Where mankind has always failed, Jesus has been proven worthy.
Jesus’ tests have highlighted three areas that we must devote
ourselves wholly. Listen to the word of God like it is your last meal.
Love the Lord our God like there is no other. Praise the one who has
passed every test and has passed the test for us!

How can we apply this?
● Topic A: Man shall not live on bread alone but on every word
that comes from the mouth of the Lord. How do you think this
plays out in reality? What does that say to us about the priority
we need to give to the bible? Explore how you can apply this in
your life, acknowledging that reading the bible is not enough
(see James 1:22) and considering that Israel needed to learn this
in Deuteronomy 8:3
● Topic B: Worship the Lord your God and serve him only. Given
that the word for ‘worship’ can be interchanged with the word
‘fear’ (compare Luke 4:8 with Deuteronomy 6:13), how are we to
live out this command? Discuss this considering our weekly
worship services as well as how we ought to worship with our
whole lives.
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● Topic C: Resist the devil and he shall ee away. Martin Luther
is recorded to have said, “You cannot keep birds from ying over
your head but you can keep them from building a nest in your
hair.” Discuss that quote and share what has been useful to you
in practically resisting temptation.

Prayer for the week
Our Lord and our God, you alone are worthy of our praise and you
alone have the words of eternal life. Help us to listen to you all of our
days. Help us to resist temptation. Please deliver us from evil. Thank
you that in Jesus our names are written in heaven and may we serve
you faithfully throughout our days. Amen.
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Study 4 Luke 4: 14-30
Yet not one of them was cleansed.
Context
Jesus grew up in Galilee with his earthly parents, Mary and Joseph.
He impressed the Jewish teachers at a very young age but waited
until about 30 before his public ministry would begin. Jesus was
blessed by God the Father and the Holy Spirit on the day he was
baptised by John. He was full of the Holy Spirit and led by the Spirit
into the wilderness where he was tested and approved like no other
person ever before him. The devil, failing to persuade Jesus to bow to
him, ed to wait for an opportune moment to return.

What do you think?
Discuss how we feel about leaders in our world. How does their
physical appearance, their words, their actions, the beliefs they share,
the way in which they are presented by the media impact us?

What does the bible say?
Read Luke 4: 14-30
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about
him spread through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their
synagogues, and everyone praised him.
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the
Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He
stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to
him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
16

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
18
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19

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” q

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat
down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him.
21
He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is ful lled in your
hearing.”
20

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that
came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.
22

Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me:
‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your
hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’ ”
23

“Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his
hometown. 25 I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in
Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and
there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not
sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of
Sidon. 27 And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of
Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman
the Syrian.”
24

All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29
They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of
the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him o the cli .
30
But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.
28

1. Re-read Verses 16-21. Explain the signi cance of what
happens when Jesus goes to the synagogue on the Sabbath.
Jesus is given the scroll of Isaiah to read when he attends the synagogue and he nds the
section to read (v17). Jesus reads Isaiah 61:1-2 and gives the shortest sermon in v21 “today
this scripture is ful lled in your hearing.” He preaches/teaches the good news that God’s
favour is here now - in the form of Jesus.

2. Compare how Jesus is received by his hometown and the rest
of the countryside in Verses 22-30.
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The rest of the countryside praised Jesus as he taught them in their synagogues (v15), he
was received with joy and approval. The people of Nazareth initially approved of him and
were amazed at his gracious words (v22). After he speaks in Verses 23-27, those in the
synagogue are furious that he is telling them that they will not receive his message easily
(v28-29) and act upon their anger by drive him out of town and killing him.

3. Look at Verses 23-26. What is Jesus really saying to the
people?
Jesus uses Old Testament references to support his comment in v24 ‘no prophet is
accepted in his hometown’ and to show those in the synagogue that they will not hear or
act upon his message. God’s word is being spread throughout the world and the people of
Nazareth, who should be the most familiar with it, will miss what’s on o er.

4. How did Jesus’ trials in the desert prepare him for the
people’s reaction in Verses 28-30?
Jesus continued to be faithful to God’s plan for humanity, he shared good news, spoke
truth and grace. In Verse 30 we see God ful l what Satan had prompted back in Luke 4:
9-11 - God protects Jesus from harm.

What is the purpose of this passage?
In this rst example of Jesus speaking with people, we see the way
Jesus will be treated in the gospel. Right from the very beginning of
his ministry, Jesus did not have high hopes for his own people putting
their trust in him. He has come to proclaim freedom, sight and favour
but the people of Israel will proclaim, ‘crucify him!’ The gospel is
destined to go abroad and leave Israel behind.

How can we apply this?
● Topic A: Taking God at his word. Jesus is the ful llment of all
that God has promised for mankind. When he spoke to his
hometown they liked what he said but wanted to see Jesus
prove himself. The question for us is whether we will receive
Jesus and his message or critique him as though he is just
another man. What holds you back from being a disciple of
Jesus 110%?
● Topic B: Un-domesticating the gospel. The gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ is both a local and a global message. It ts
everywhere in the world because it is the message of salvation
for the world. Yet, we can attach all sorts of local cultures and
customs to the message and reject the idea of Christianity
taking shape and nding a home in the hearts of anybody,
everywhere. How have you seen the gospel be domesticated,
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making it t a certain pattern rather than leaving it powerfully in
the hands of God?
● Topic C: Words of truth delivered graciously. Jesus was
praised for his gracious words and when he spoke sharply to the
people, he allowed his point to be carried by illustration. It can
be very tricky to say what we want to say and package it well.
Our aim is not to change our message to be received well by all,
but to package our message so that it the truth is delivered
e ectively.

Prayer for the week
Our Father in heaven, thank you for making your gospel message
known across our globe. Thank you that this message of salvation,
truth, and liberty is for everybody who listens, learns and recognises
your Son as Lord. May we let your word speak to us, your Son reign in
our hearts, and our desire to know you grow more and more every
year. Amen.
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Study 5 Luke 4:31-44
With power and authority!
Context
While Chapters 1 and 2 worked as an introduction to the book of Luke
and laying the foundation of the ful llment of God’s promises,
Chapters 3 and 4 have given us the introduction to Jesus’ public
ministry. He rejected the devil’s temptations in the wilderness and
then was rejected himself from his hometown of Nazareth. The testing
scene showed us how Jesus has passed when all other humans have
failed. The last passage gave us the illustration of how God’s own
people will reject Jesus and put him to death, only to be miraculously
released. These nal verses in Chapter 4 will show us the power Jesus
has over evil and sickness and yet reveal what is his higher priority.

What do you think?
“Demon possession” was just the ancient’s way of explaining mental
illness or a range of other naturally occurring human behaviours.
Discuss.

What does the bible say?
Read Luke 4:31-44
Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the
Sabbath he taught the people. 32 They were amazed at his teaching,
because his words had authority.
In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an
impure spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, 34 “Go away! What do
you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I
know who you are—the Holy One of God!”
33

“Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly. “Come out of him!” Then the demon
threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring
him.
35
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All the people were amazed and said to each other, “What words
these are! With authority and power he gives orders to impure spirits
and they come out!” 37 And the news about him spread throughout the
surrounding area.
36

Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now
Simon’s mother-in-law was su ering from a high fever, and they
asked Jesus to help her. 39 So he bent over her and rebuked the fever,
and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them.
38

At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of
sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. 41
Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, “You are the
Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak,
because they knew he was the Messiah.
40

At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were
looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to
keep him from leaving them. 43 But he said, “I must proclaim the good
news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is
why I was sent.” 44 And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of
Judea.
42

1. Re-read Verses 33-35, 41 and read James 2:19. Describe how
Jesus and demons relate to one another.
●

●
●

Demons relating to Jesus: recognise God immediately, they believe in Him and His power.
They know that He can destroy them (“Have you come to destroy us?”), yet they do not
repent and bow their knee to him. They are scared of Him (they “shudder”). They left at
Jesus’ command without even injuring their victim.
Demons and impure spirits know that Jesus is God (“You are the Son of God” and “knew
he was the Messiah”) and yet they are still under God’s wrath. Knowing God is not enough
for salvation. Knowledge alone does not deal with the problem of sin.
Jesus relating to demons: Jesus had authority to cast them out and to order their silence.
Jesus’ power over them is absolute.

2. What characterises the mission of Jesus in Verses 38 - 41?
What does that tell us about who Jesus is?
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●

Jesus does away with demons and sickness, symptoms of a world riddled with sin. Jesus
is in charge. He has power and authority to deal with our sin -- in any and all of its
forms. He is therefore not only God but Saviour. Isn’t that amazing? In what other
religion does the Creator humble himself and die to deal with our mess?

3. According to Verses 42 - 44, what was the real reason Jesus
was sent? How does Luke 13:32-33 build on this?
●

Jesus came into the world to “proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God”. He was not
to set up a centre for healing and exercising demons but to move from town to town
preaching the good news. The good news that he would ful ll by dying in Jerusalem for
the sins of the world. The healing and expelling communicate his agenda to take away the
e ects of sin from the world.

4. OPTIONAL: Therefore, how do you think God feels about
organisations like Doctors Without Borders or the Fred
Hollows Foundation?
●

Doctors Without Borders, Fred Hollows Foundation etc are good and helpful things, but
they do not deal with the bigger issue that has eternal consequences. I’d imagine that
while Christians ought to alleviate current su ering where possible, we should not do that
while ignoring the issue of salvation. Similarly, it would be wrong to blatantly ignore issues
like starvation and hand out Bible tracts!

Meaning
The Boss of all has been sent to smash evil. He has smashed the
agents of evil. He has smashed the curses of evil. And nally, when he
dies and rises to life again, he will smash the power of evil. Jesus is
the one who has come to point us all to his kingdom and to set us free
from the clutches of the evil one.

Application
● Topic A: The curse of sin. Notice that Jesus rebuked a virus! We
live in a world that is under the curse of sin and has been since
Adam and Eve chose to go against God’s word. Every cold,
every splinter, all cancer and even hay fever are all the result of
sin in our world. It’s so nice to have late night chemists that
supply us with solutions and preventions to all sorts of issues in
this world but they are all just band-aids. When Jesus tore into
that fever, he intended to show us that it is not welcome in his
creation. Re ect on all that you have done in your day today
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that would look di erently if we didn’t live in a sin-cursed world.
Now thank God that one day he will undo the curse forever.
Read Revelation 21:1-8.
● Topic B: Spreading the news and bringing people to Jesus
(Verses 37 and 40). It is common for Christians to feel unsure
how to bring others to Jesus. Perhaps our hesitation is because
we think too broadly about who Jesus is and what he has done
for us. Yes, he has paid for our sins and promised us paradise
one day but hasn’t he done more for you than that? What do
you know is true about your life now because you have been
brought to Jesus? What’s one thing you know that Jesus has
done for you? Finish this sentence, “One thing I know is that
Jesus has …” Would that be an easier conversation to have with
other people?
● Topic C: Finding a solitary place. There is no law specifying
when, where and how we are to take time out to spend it with
God. But the scriptures convince us that it is a wonderful,
life-giving thing to do. Genesis 24:63; Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1; 19;
77:22; Psalm 119:9-16, 27, 48, 97, 148; 143:5; 145:5; 2 Timothy 3; Luke
4:4! Encourage one another with how you can start or continue
to read the bible and meditate quietly with God. Can you set a
goal to do 21 days in a row? Jesus clari ed his goals after
stepping aside to be alone with God. Perhaps you can journal
some new convictions resulting from your meditation times for
your own encouragement.

Prayer of the Week
Lord God, thank you for revealing sin and the e ects of sin in this
world and help us not to be at home here but convicted to seek rst
your kingdom. Help us to walk closely with you and to always be
ready and eager to tell others of what you have done for us. Amen.
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Notes to help manage the discussion question
(i) If you believe that the Bible gives a true account of the world as it is, then you ought to
believe that there is demonic involvement in our world. Our failure to see demons and their
handiwork is only indicative of our limited faculty of perception. But God sees all, and sees
truly. His word can be trusted.
(ii) Although the ancients do not have our language for mental illness, they seem to
distinguish it from demon possession. For example: Ancient Greek and Roman writings are
full of examples of PTSD (post traumatic stress disorder), for example, in Greek mythology,
Ajax - one of the heroes who fought in the Trojan War - went crazy, killed a bunch of
sheep and then fell on his own sword. In addition, Cicero, a Greek statesman (~50BC) wrote
"In so far as the mind is stronger than the body, so are the ills contracted by the mind
more severe than those contracted by the body." There are more examples but these two
should su ce!
(iii) Some behaviours that we now identify as mental illness may have just been
considered normal but quirky behaviour in the past.
(iv) If the demon possessions in the gospels were just misdiagnosed illnesses, it is di cult
or impossible to explain how they spoke with Jesus and were able to be transferred from a
person into a herd of pigs!
Some notes on demons if you are interested. Summarised from Grudem’s and Frame’s
works of Systematic Theology.
ORIGINS OF DEMONS
●
In the beginning, creation was “very good” (Gen 1:31). But by Gen 3, Satan tempts
Eve to sin. This suggests that there was a rebellion in the angelic world somewhere
between Gen 1-3.
●
See also 2 Peter 2:4 “God did not spare angels when they sinned” and Jude 6 “The
angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home…”

ACTIVITY AND LIMITATIONS OF SATAN AND DEMONS
●
Lies, false prophecy, temptation, accusation, ghting against the kingdom of God,
opposing the work of God.
●

But the work of Christ is more powerful!

●
The work of Satan and demons CAN be resisted by Christians, cf. James 4:7 and 1
Peter 5:8-9.
●
While the Bible acknowledges demonic activity in our world, it is not the focus. The
New Testament does not focus on demonic in uences but rather focuses on evangelism
and Christian growth through the choices and actions taken by believers (Gal. 5:16-26,
Col. 3, all of Ephesians, etc.). This suggests that it is a minor factor by comparison to our
own choices and actions.
●
Jesus gives his disciples authority to rebuke and command demons to leave.
Furthermore, Paul instructed Christians to stand against the devil and his schemes through
the power of God, equipped with His Spirit, who gives us knowledge, faith and salvation cf.
Eph 6:10-20.

A GOOD PLACE TO FINISH THIS TANGENT!
●
C. S. Lewis: “There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall
about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel
an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased by both
errors and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight.”
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Study 6 Luke 5:1-16
So they left everything and followed
him.
Context
Checking o where Luke has brought us so far, we know that Jesus is
the promised Messiah who will bring freedom and redemption to
God’s people. The birth of Jesus and of John were both surrounded
by acts of God and promises ful lled and the baptism of Jesus
introduced the 30 year old child of Mary as a man approved by God.
Ready for ministry and proven to reject the tests of the devil, Jesus
began preaching in synagogues around Judea and people were
blown away by his words, saying that he spoke with authority and
power. People equally loved his ability to heal and cast out impure
spirits. Word of Jesus was spreading fast and he was freely able to
speak although not everybody loved what he had to say. This man
from a poor family in Nazareth was making an impression on all the
people in the country areas of Galilee.

What do you think?
Share something (good or bad) that you would nd hard to give up.

What does the bible say?
Read Luke 5:1-16
One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the
people were crowding around him and listening to the word of God. 2
He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the shermen,
who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one
belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then
he sat down and taught the people from the boat.
When he had nished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep
water, and let down the nets for a catch.”
4

Page 34

Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t
caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.”
5

When they had done so, they caught such a large number of sh
that their nets began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the
other boat to come and help them, and they came and lled both
boats so full that they began to sink.
6

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go
away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his
companions were astonished at the catch of sh they had taken, 10
and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.
8

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will sh
for people.” 11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything
and followed him.
While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was
covered with leprosy. e When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the
ground and begged him, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me
clean.”
12

Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he
said. “Be clean!” And immediately the leprosy left him.
13

Then Jesus ordered him, “Don’t tell anyone, but go, show yourself to
the priest and o er the sacri ces that Moses commanded for your
cleansing, as a testimony to them.”
14

Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of
people came to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16 But
Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.
15

1. What do we see happening to Simon Peter in this passage?
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●
●

●
●

Jesus makes a suggestion to him, one that seems illogical and unreasonable. Even though
Simon Peter expresses his doubts, (after all, what does a carpenter know?!) he is obedient.
Simon Peter is astonished. He commonly refers to Jesus as “master” (cf. Luke 8:24,45; 9:33,
49; 17:33) which is a term that indicates respect for someone of higher status. The term
“Lord” is only used twice in Luke’s gospel, here in verse 8 by Simon Peter, after having
been “astonished” and once more after the resurrection (Luke 24:34)!
He comes to a realisation; when Jesus is around, supernatural things happen. Does he
understand the full implications? Probably not, but at the very least he acknowledges
Jesus is holy and is from God
He is convicted of his sin (v. 8). EXTENSION: Why is Simon Peter convicted of his sin when
he sees a lot of sh?

2. Compare how Jesus approaches both the disciples and the
man with leprosy to bring them life. What does this tell you
about God and his mission?
●
●

●

He takes the time to personally relate to them. Consider how he employs miracles that are
“suited” to them. This indicates that he knows them.
Jesus has compassion in both examples. To Simon Peter, he says “don’t be afraid” (v. 10).
Jesus reached out and touched the leper (v.13) - something that was not done due to the
contagious nature of leprosy and as lepers were considered “de led”/unclean in
accordance with OT law. It was a disease that left su erers ashamed and isolated. It is
likely that the man had not had any human contact for years.
Our God is not an aloof or indi erent God. Being omnipotent and omnipresent, He does
not have some “more important to do”, rather, He desires to be in relationship with us.

3. Contrast how the disciples and the man with leprosy come to
Jesus.
●
●
●

The disciples come to him in comparative abundance; they have a vocation and their
health. (We can assume that their job is “stable” as they work in partnership and have a
number of shipping vessels).
The man with leprosy comes to him in desperation, poverty and illness; with nothing but a
plea. (He has no way to earn a living and must rely upon the charity of others).
Both the disciples and the leper leave something behind. Simon sees Jesus as better than
anything he has got and leaves his current life behind. The man with leprosy sees Jesus as
the only thing he needs and leaves his past life with its pain and anguish behind.

Meaning
In the midst of a “crowd rush”, Jesus honed in on one man to become
a committed follower and in the midst of second “crowd rush”, Jesus
was determined to stay connected and directed by his personal
communion with God. He was a man focused on his mission and
determined not to be swayed by the whims or motivations of the
people. Peter shows us what it looks like to surrender everything to
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follow Jesus and the leper shows us what it looks like for someone
who has nothing to come to Jesus and nd life.

Application
● Topic A: Leaving everything for Jesus. When you think of
leaving everything for Jesus, do you picture going overseas as a
missionary? Or do you picture, rather, regarding no other
relationship or thing as more valuable than serving Jesus where
you are at? Read Philippians 3:7-11 and consider what “gains”
you may be still clinging to. Peter seemed to drop everything
and leave it where it was to follow his Lord. He didn’t wait to tie
up loose ends or nish something else he had started. Is this the
type of response you are making to Christ?
● Topic B: Praying as pleading. Peter bowed his knees to Jesus
and the leper begged him for healing. Psalm 4:1; 27:7; 69:16; 86:7;
102:2 are passages that describe prayers as cries for help and
pleading for God to listen. They also purvey a trust that God is
the only real source of help and the One they can turn to for
help. Genesis 4:27 is perhaps the rst evidence of prayer to God
and it is described as calling on the name of the Lord (to be
saved from the curse of sin). Philippians 4:6 tells us to petition
God and 1 Peter 5:7 instructs us to cast our worries on God
because he cares. All of these help us to treat prayer as a
passionate, persistent plea to God for help. Are your prayers
directed in this way?
● Topic C: Gaining everything. The leper was an outcast and
destined for an early grave. He could not participate in going to
the temple to worship and o er sacri ces, however, he could
come to Jesus and he was willing to restore his health and his
soul. We can talk about leaving everything for Jesus but we
must confess that we gain everything too. This world is passing
away and the world trains us to make something of ourselves
when the fact is that anything we achieve will be short lived. The
chances are that you are not going to be famous or rich or
important in the world’s eyes, however, you are important to
God and knowing him through Jesus is the only reward that is
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important. Christians call this nding your “identity in Christ” and
not in what you can make of yourself. The former is eternal
while the latter is like mist (Ecclesiastes). Read Colossians 3:1-4
for our view of everything in Christ.

Prayer of the Week
Lord Jesus Christ, our Master and our friend, thank you for showing
us your true nature and allowing us to worship you as Lord of all. We
praise you for your love, kindness, power and authority. Help us to
forsake all for the pursuit of knowing you. Teach us to walk with you
daily and to trust you in all of life’s circumstances. Hear our prayers
Lord. Amen.
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Study 7 Luke 5:17-26

Who can forgive sins but God alone?
Context
Luke has carried us from the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and the
calling of his rst disciples with examples of his preaching, healing and
casting out impure spirits. Crowds have come to him to hear the word
of God and individuals have left everything to follow him. He has
welcomed the attention but also resisted unnecessary and
misdirected praise by regularly taking solitude to meditate and pray.

What do you think?
Have you ever received a gift that showed the person knew you really
well OR have you received a gift that showed the giver really didn’t
know you?

What does the bible say?
Read Luke 5:17-26
One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law
were sitting there. They had come from every village of Galilee and
from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus
to heal the sick. 18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a
mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. 19
When they could not nd a way to do this because of the crowd, they
went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into
the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.
17

20

When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”

The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to
themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can
forgive sins but God alone?”
21

Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you
thinking these things in your hearts? 23 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your
22
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sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 But I want you to
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So
he said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go
home.” 25 Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had
been lying on and went home praising God. 26 Everyone was amazed
and gave praise to God. They were lled with awe and said, “We have
seen remarkable things today.”
1. Are the Pharisees and teachers of the law hostile to Jesus in
this passage?
●
●
●

●

They have come from “every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem” (v.17). This
suggests that Jesus’ reputation is spreading - he has caught the attention of those who
are dedicated to knowing and obeying God’s word.
“Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God” (v. 26). This suggests that they were not
hostile towards Jesus at this point.
Jesus knows their thoughts and hearts. They accuse him of “blasphemy” (i.e. insulting or
lack of reverence towards God) - the OT punish for this was death by stoning Lev. 24:16.
This suggests a change in attitude (or at least the beginning of a shift) towards Jesus. It is
good for him to teach about godliness etc, but to claim godship is certainly not!
EXTENSION: What attitude is stopping the Pharisees from accepting Jesus as God? The
Pharisees’ want Jesus to t into their expectations rather than accepting him as he is -and who his deeds prove him to be. Compare Mark 3:1-6, when we start to see “some” of
them looking to accuse Jesus. This could then ow into a discussion on whether this
problem is still present today, either in what we have experienced or sharing some
personal struggles.

2. This passage is not about roof destruction. Re-read Verses
18-20 and read James 2:14-17. How is this passage an
encouragement to us?
●
●
●

Jesus gives abundantly. They didn’t even have to ask, just come to him. Jesus knows their
needs.
To push against every obstacle between us and Jesus with desperation and
determination.
To live lives where our faith is seen - for there is no other faith!

3. What exactly did the paralyzed man and his friends “have
faith” in?
●

Jesus has been healing, casting out demons and teaching. He has not made the gospel
clear as of yet. This would suggest that they have faith in his ability to heal, not to provide
salvation for their souls.
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4. Jesus performed two miracles here. Was the healing of the
paralyzed man necessary? What did it achieve?
●

Jesus states that his aim was for “you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth
to forgive sins” i.e. that he is God. Both healing paraplegia and forgiving sins are equally
impossible to man but equally possible for God, however, only one is visible to the human
eye. So for that reason, “yes”, it was necessary to achieve his goal.

Meaning
Jesus is greater than a teacher of the law and his concern for
humanity is more than skin deep. He knows what our hearts are
thinking and has the power to forgive sins in response to faith. From
our perspective, we need to see coming to Jesus as the highest
calling in our life. From Jesus’ perspective, forgiveness of sins is of
greater importance than any other need we have. We need to praise
God that our sins can be forgiven and that Jesus can make us right
with God.

Application
● Topic A: Making every e ort to save our souls. Just as the
men worked hard and earnestly to get their paralyzed friend to
Jesus, we ought to make no excuses for putting our life with
Jesus
rst. Prayer, bible reading, church and Christians
fellowship are means of grace through which God blesses us
and grows our faith. How often do we allow other things in life to
get in our way and without much of a battle from us, we neglect
them. How important is your soul to you?
● Topic B: Jesus is able to forgive sins because he is God. He is
not our mate or equal. He is our saviour and Lord and we need
him or else our sins cannot be forgiven. The cross is the means
by which we can be forgiven but it is God’s favour on us that
grants us the forgiveness. Remembering our sins before God is
a valuable discipline. Read 1 John 1:8-9 and enjoy the knowledge
that Jesus forgives sin.
● Topic C: Jesus knew what they were thinking. Let’s never
forget that our God operates on the level of the heart and not
on external appearance. There are no secrets that we can keep
from him. We may easily fool our fellow man on how we are
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going in life but God knows better. This truth gives us further
motivation to walk closely with our God. He already knows what
is going on in our hearts so share more honestly with him about
our hopes and worries, our angers and our desires.

Prayer of the Week
Our Father in heaven, we praise you that you know us and you know
our greatest needs. Please help us to persevere in our relationship
with you. To create time to read your word and to pray earnestly with
you. Give us hearts that desire to know you and rejoice because we
are forgiven. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Study 8 Luke 5:27-32

It is not the healthy who need a doctor.
Context
With Jesus’ ministry in full swing now, he has shown that he can heal,
catch sh, call people to follow him, understand the secret things of a
person’s heart and forgive sins! He was in the presence of the great
Pharisees and teachers of the law and rebuked their doubting hearts.
He has recruited some shermen to follow him and promised that
they will be taught to catch people for the kingdom of God.
With the Roman Empire lording over Israel, they had local citizens
collect taxes on their behalf. Tax collecting was a lucrative business
since a portion from every collection was kept for themselves. On top
of that, it was seen as a betrayal of Israel and partnership with Gentile
Rome. Since all Gentiles were sinners, according to the Pharisees, tax
collectors were branded the same.

What do you think?
What is an occupation that you would just never do?

What does the bible say?
Read Luke 5:27-32
After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of
Levi sitting at his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi
got up, left everything and followed him.
27

Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large
crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. 30 But the
Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect
complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax
collectors and sinners?”
29
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Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but
the sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.”
31

1. What can we say about Levi from the passage?
He was a tax collector. He likely knew Jesus to some degree before leaving everything to
follow him. The banquet suggests that he had money, as tax collectors did. He was excited
to be known and called by Jesus - he threw a party. He invited friends to be with Jesus
too!

2. What can we say about the Pharisees from the passage?
They were a sect (a smaller group within the Jewish religion). They included teachers of
the law (bible scholars). They did not regard themselves as sinners. Perhaps Jesus’ answer
in Verse 32 tells us they regarded themselves as righteous (right with God).

3. Discuss Jesus’ response in Verse 31. What more does he add
in Matthew 9:13?
He tells us that he has come from somewhere for the bene t of sinners. Anyone who
regards themselves as righteous will see no need to want or need Jesus in their life. He
expects that sinners will see that they can and will repent because he has come.
In Matthew (and also Mark 2:14-17) Jesus adds ‘ I desire mercy not sacri ce.’ The Pharisees
and teachers of the Law looked on religion for righteousness and wrote other people o
for their lives. Jesus, however, seeks and gives mercy. This is God’s desire.
Note that Luke was a doctor himself (Colossians 4:14) and may have loved this little quote
from Jesus about doctors.

What is the purpose of this passage?
Jesus calls us all to see our bankrupt hearts and come and follow him
- not because of our righteousness but because he is righteous. Not
because we are healthy but because we want to be. “We are all in this
position. We need the Great Physician!” (Colin Buchanan).

How can we apply this?
● Topic A: Salvation is worth celebrating! Why is it that so many
Christians are downcast? Have we fallen into the trap of the
Pharisee? We may believe that Jesus loves sinners but
somehow we are living out our deep belief that Jesus loves the
successful and well rounded person who has things in order.
Why can’t we stop chasing the wind and just come back to
grace? Praise God if you are called, forgiven and healed irrespective of what your life looks like.
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● Topic B: Gathering a crowd to be with Jesus. Who knows how
Levi talked about Jesus to his colleagues and friends? But he
talked to them about him and they came to meet him too.
Talking to others about our faith is not the same as telling them
why you go to church or what you believe but it is most
importantly about who we love! Do you talk about Jesus like he
is someone worth meeting?
● Topic C: Seeing the world through the lense of sin. Rather than
promoting two types of people in this world (righteous vs
sinners), Jesus pushed the Pharisees to see everybody as
sinners. Jesus came to heal but he didn’t have only a certain
class in mind when he came. He came to save sinners! And
there’s a whole world of them! We live in a world infected by sin.
It’s as if it is a disease and we need the antidote! Now, if you are
someone who knows how to be saved from hell, it’s like you are
in a world dying from a breakout disease and you have the only
thing that can cure people! Would you keep that a secret?
Would you gather around with other saved victims and bunker
down while the rest of the world dies? Or do you think we should
be telling everyone to get the Jesus solution?

Prayer of the Week
Our Lord and our God, please help us to rejoice with you and our
church continually because you have healed us from sin. When we are
tempted to rejoice in our own successes, please remind us of Jesus
and our need for him each day. We praise you for calling us and for
saving us and for being in fellowship with us. May we never tire of
sharing this good news with others and we pray that through us you
will grow your kingdom. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Study 9 Luke 5:33-39

Fast while He is with them?
Context
Gaining followers and protesters seems to be the theme of Luke’s
gospel from Luke 4:31 to 6:16. While Peter, James, John and Levi
(Matthew) have been gathered to Jesus as disciples, the Pharisees
and teachers of the law have arrived as antagonists to Jesus’
ministry. It is through their doubts and questioning, however, that we
have learned that Jesus is able to forgive sins and that he calls on all
of us to come to him as sinners who need healing.

What do you think?
Do you enjoy riddles? Do you have one to share with the group?

What does the bible say?
Read Luke 5:33-39
They said to him, “John’s disciples often fast and pray, and so do
the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinking.”
33

Jesus answered, “Can you make the friends of the bridegroom fast
while he is with them? 35 But the time will come when the bridegroom
will be taken from them; in those days they will fast.”
34

He told them this parable: “No one tears a piece out of a new
garment to patch an old one. Otherwise, they will have torn the new
garment, and the patch from the new will not match the old. 37 And no
one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine will
burst the skins; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. 38
No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins. 39 And no one after
drinking old wine wants the new, for they say, ‘The old is better.’ ”
36

1. Fasting and praying is a means of feeling dependant on God
in order to cry and plead for his help. (Topic A below provides
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some helpful bible texts on this subject.) What then, is Jesus
teaching us in his answer to the question in Verses 33 to 35?
Fasting is useful when God is not present and we need to cry to him for help. Jesus must
be equating the bridegroom with himself. The answer to all of their possible prayers and
cries for help is present with them! In his answer, Jesus is saying that he is the answer to all
prayers and now is the time to rejoice and celebrate! Later, he will depart and his disciples
can return to crying out to God and mourning.

2. Being careful to listen to the words in the passage and not
jump to conclusions, what does Jesus mean by his rst two
parables in Verse 36 and then Verses 37 to 38? What is the
least you can say about these riddles?
Verse 36: Fixing an old garment with a piece of the new will fail to x the former and
damages the latter. It is better to just enjoy the new. You just wouldn’t do this.
Verses 37-38: Again, you just wouldn’t pour new wine into old wineskins. It’s not even worth
trying! It is foolish! What’s best is to simply use the new wineskins for new wine.
In both of these parables Jesus is either supporting the same message of Verse 34 or he
has moved on to a related topic of the old and new covenant.

3. Is the parable in Verse 39 echoing the same conclusion of
Verses 34 to 38 or is Jesus saying something new here?
There are two possibilities. The most common conclusion is that Jesus is having a go at
the Pharisees here. In this view Jesus is implying that the new should be tried but for some,
they will never go past what they have known. This gives us the conclusion overall that
Jesus is here so celebrate! BUT some, like the Pharisees, will not even give him a go.
The second possibility suggests that the old wine is actually better than the new and is
saying the same thing as the previous two parables. That is, why would you drink new
wine when you have old, mature wine on hand? You just wouldn’t do it!
The rst conclusion teaches us that Jesus is like the new wine but some will never know
how good he is. If this is the conclusion, then Jesus is teaching something new in this third
parable. The second conclusion teaches us that Jesus, The Christ, is here! Why would you
bother drinking a second rate substance when the perfect wine is here! If this is the correct
interpretation then the whole passage is about recognising that the Christ is here rather
than it being about an old and new covenant. See the leader’s online full notes on this for a
longer discussion.

What is the purpose of this passage?
Why on earth would you expect someone who is in the presence of
Jesus to be mourning and fasting? Salvation and deliverance has
come and the King is with his disciples. Jesus brings with him peace
and rejoicing. Seeing who Jesus is invites a change of perspective to
the mourner who cries out to God for help since God’s help is here!
Fasting in prayer has its place but never in the face of God’s
deliverance being here already!
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How can we apply this?
● Topic A: Should Christians fast today? Jesus cannot be
declaring an end to fasting for his disciples but only while they
were with him. Acts 13:2 and 14:23 give two examples of
Christians after Jesus’ death and resurrection praying with
fasting. Jesus himself fasted in Luke 4. There is no directive in
the New Testament, however, for Christians to pursue fasting.
What then, can we say about how to fast, when or why not fast?
Perhaps Leviticus 23:26-32; 2 Samuel 12:15-23; Ezra 8:21-23 and
Isaiah 58 will help your discussion.
● Topic B: Jesus is the bridegroom. In his parable, Jesus told his
disciples that the presence of the bridegroom makes a big
di erence to the celebrations of his friends. Jesus says that he is
enough reason to celebrate. He is God’s answer to our prayers.
While Christians will continue to su er and mourn, we cannot
live as though we have no hope of deliverance. Jesus has come
and when you taste friendship with Jesus, you can never go
back to wondering and struggling through life as if answers are
out of reach. This passage is one subtle message for us to know
that the Christ has come!
● Topic C: Interpreting the bible. Jesus answered the Pharisees
with a parable which is much like a riddle. It is metaphorical. It
requires careful thought to uncover its meaning. The word
‘interpretation’ is misused if it suggests that what you read can
come to mean whatever you believe it means. The word
‘interpret’ is about meaning, not feeling. The only times when
multiple interpretations can be allowed is when the meaning
can, in context, be taken more than one way! If you decide to
interpret something out of context or based on what you feel it
should mean then you are not actually interpreting the text but
importing your own meaning and belief. You have failed to listen
to the text correctly. What we want to do is uncover the Author’s
meaning. Don’t ask, “what does this say to me” but “what did the
author have in mind when he wrote this?”
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Prayer for the week
Our Lord and God, thank you for delivering us through Jesus Christ.
We praise you for sending your Son into the world so that through his
resurrection we can have a living hope. Please help us to rejoice with
you and celebrate because the King has come. And help us to
continue to lean on you for our every help in times of trouble. Amen.
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Study 10 Luke 6: 1-11
I ask you, which is lawful on the
Sabbath…?
Context
While Jesus’ reputation for healing and teaching has grown, this has
also attracted the attention of the Jewish elite, namely the Pharisees
and teachers of the law. They have witnessed Jesus heal and declare
himself able to forgive sins. They have heard him pardon his disciples
for revelling in his presence. We now read of the Pharisees seeking
out ways to trap Jesus.

What do you think?
What does the Sabbath day mean to you?

What does the bible say?
Read Luke 6:1-11
One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grain elds, and his
disciples began to pick some heads of grain, rub them in their hands
and eat the kernels. 2 Some of the Pharisees asked, “Why are you
doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”
Jesus answered them, “Have you never read what David did when
he and his companions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God,
and taking the consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful only for
priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions.” 5 Then
Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”
3

On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching,
and a man was there whose right hand was shriveled. 7 The Pharisees
and the teachers of the law were looking for a reason to accuse
Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal on the
Sabbath. 8 But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the
6
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man with the shriveled hand, “Get up and stand in front of everyone.”
So he got up and stood there.
Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath:
to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?”
9

He looked around at them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out
your hand.” He did so, and his hand was completely restored. 11 But the
Pharisees and the teachers of the law were furious and began to
discuss with one another what they might do to Jesus.
10

1. Read the following passages to get some Old Testament
background.
a. Exodus 16:23-29

Israel is instructed not to collect manna on the Sabbath because it was already
provided for them the day before. The Sabbath is a lesson to humanity to trust
God.

b. Exodus 20:8-11

The Sabbath command is given.

c. Exodus 31:13-1

The command is expanded upon.

d. Deuteronomy 23:24-25

Freedom to take grain from a grain eld as long as you eat it there and then.

e. 1 Samuel 21:1-6

The story which Jesus refers to of David and his men eating consecrated bread
because it was their only option.

2. Now that we have some background on this account, what
do you suppose Jesus is getting at in Verses 1 to 5? Look up
Mark 2:27 and compare what Jesus says there.
The question asked of Jesus was: “Why are you doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”
Jesus’ reply teaches us that the Sabbath is not to own us but it is for us. The phrase, “Son
of Man”, is used by Jesus often to refer to himself but it is a phrase that means human.
Daniel 7 certainly does deify the title but that is perhaps only when it is applied to Jesus.
When it is used throughout Ezekiel it means man or human. So, Jesus’ answer is to see the
Sabbath as a gift and not a chore. The disciples were not ‘working’ the grain eld, they
were simply walking through it and lawfully feeding along the way.

3. What can we say from Verses 6 to 8 about the hearts of the
Pharisees and the mind of Jesus?
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The least we can say about Jesus is that he know the hearts of men. What we can say
about the Pharisees is that on the Sabbath day, they were plotting evil and even predicted
how they might catch Jesus. They looked for the worse in Jesus according to their hearts
but Jesus saw the evil in their hearts and minds.

4. Compare Jesus’ question in Verse 9 with the response of the
Pharisees in Verse 11. Who is guilty of breaking the Sabbath?
Question 4 is similar to Question 3 but they are both here to help see the purpose of the
passage. The Sabbath is a gift for us to know who is Sovereign and who provides. The
Pharisees treated it as a binding on people to do nothing. The Pharisees were seeking in
their minds to destroy Jesus. They had the Lord of life in front of them, the giver of the law,
and yet they believed they knew better than him and were more righteous than him.

What is the purpose of this passage?
The Sabbath observance is to promote dependance on God, not
dependance on law. It was made for man’s sake. Religion fails to see
the good that things are given for and turns them into burdens and
masters. The commandments are for loving God and loving our
neighbours, and will promote goodness and life that the Spirit grows
in us. Observing the law as the Pharisees did does not care for God
and fellow man as God intended. While the Pharisees thought they
knew the law and how to live it out, Jesus knows the thoughts of man
and how to point them to life.

How can we apply this?
● Topic A: Does the fth commandment still apply to Christians
today? Jesus’ lessons on the Sabbath to the Pharisees give us
an excellent approach to discussing this question. Was Jesus
attempting to abolish the law or was he trying to teach the
Pharisees how to see the law clearly? As humans, we have
hearts by nature which break all ten of the commandments
regularly but we know that we nd forgiveness in Jesus’ name (1
John 1:8-9). The question is not whether the commandments are
still applicable or not but what do the commandments teach us?
The Sabbath is given for man’s sake to stop and deny himself
and acknowledge that God is in charge (sovereign), that God
provides and that the law of utmost importance is to love God
with all our heart, mind, soul and strength.
● Topic B: Being conscious of evil in us. Jesus brought a
challenge to the Pharisees even though they had not said
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anything to him. He knew what they were thinking and this in
itself was a problem. The Pharisees only cared about what
people did but Jesus cares about what people think. One way to
bring our evil thoughts to the surface is to speak with God about
them. Jesus forced the Pharisees’ opinions to be public even
though they did not engage verbally with Jesus. God calls on us
to confess our sins and be made right with him through Christ’s
blood. (1 John 1:5-7 )
● Topic C: Souls that seek a saviour. Here is a truth: we are not to
model our lives after the Pharisees in this passage. They were
‘looking for a reason to accuse Jesus’ and then ‘began to
discuss with one another what they might do to Jesus.’ Even as
Christians we can practice, at times, the heart of the Pharisee
that seeks to accuse and critique at the expense of hearing the
truth. Of course, the bible teaches us to be discerning and when
there are wolves in sheep’s clothing that is prudent. But would
you describe yourself as eager to learn more from God or more
often critical, cynical and sore toward people explaining the
word of God?

Prayer for the week
Heavenly Father, thank you for life and health and safety and for the
leisure that we have to worship you publicly and openly in this
country. Please guide our hearts to greater love of Jesus and the
truth. Please guide our minds toward goodness and life and help us to
discern when our hearts are bent towards evil and destruction. Thank
you for forgiving our sins through the work and resurrection of Jesus.
Help us to love you more each day and to care for our fellow-man as
Jesus has shown us. Amen.
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Study 11 Luke 6: 12-16

When morning came, he chose twelve.
Context
Since Jesus’ baptism in Chapter 3 of Luke, Jesus has been making a
splash (pardon the pun) in the country area of Galilee and from
Chapter 4: 31, he has been collecting both followers and critics. We
read about Simon, James, and Levi following Jesus when called and
the Pharisees recognised that Jesus had disciples who walked with
him in ministry. We come to a short section where Jesus names his
twelve disciples before beginning a long recorded sermon to crowds
of people. We’ll complete our study series and this section of Luke by
noting who was chosen by God to become the apostles of the early
church.

What do you think?
How easy is it for you to pray when you have an important decision
to make?

What does the bible say?
Read Luke 6:12-16
One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and
spent the night praying to God. 13 When morning came, he called his
disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated
apostles: 14 Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew,
James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 15 Matthew, Thomas, James son of
Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 Judas son of James,
and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.
12

1. How is Jesus’ time of prayer described in Verse 12? Read also
Luke 4:42-44; 5:16; 9:18, 28; 11:1 and 18:1. What do these teach
us about prayer?
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Jesus ‘went out’ and prayed all night! He proactively found a solitary place to engage with
God for a long time. This was not something he just did along the way. This was a special
prayer time.
Prayer can bring clarity (4:42-44); Jesus prayed by himself often (5:16; 9:18, 28); Jesus’
prayer life made a huge impression on the disciples (11:1); Jesus tells us to always pray and
to never give up (18:1)!

2. As a result of his night of prayer, Jesus chose twelve of his
disciples to be The Apostles. The word ‘apostle’ means
‘commissioned messenger’. What does Acts 1:15-22 and Luke
24:45-48 teach us about the purpose of these twelve?
They were to be witnesses of everything Jesus did and said from the time of his baptism
to the time of the resurrection. Just like someone stands in a courtroom as a witness to
testify about the truth, these men were marked out to testify about the truth that Jesus is
the Christ and risen Lord.

3. Although we are not one of the twelve Apostles, Christians
are described in the bible as chosen and called by God. How
might the following passages encourage you? 1 Peter 1:1-2;
Romans 8:33; Ephesians 1:4, 11; Colossians 3:12.
It is God who has called and chosen us from the beginning of all time to be his, to be saved
and adopted. Christianity is not about what we do or how good we are, it is about being
loved and chosen by God.

** More room for writing in study books**
4. For further study, read through the information about each
apostle listed at the end of this study. What do you notice as
common to these men and what do you see as di erent?
This is an optional question and could be referred to simply for growing our knowledge of
the bible. One thing that is common with these men is that many of them knew each other
before Jesus called them. One thing that is di erent is their various business backgrounds
and passions prior to becoming a disciple. Note especially Matthew and Judas the Zealot.

What is the purpose of this passage?
Dependance on God through prayer is essential in making and
executing plans for the gospel; but the result of prayer is clarity, not
necessarily perfection. The disciples Jesus called after prayer was a
group of men with many di erent backgrounds who needed to learn
di erent lessons from Jesus. Their purpose for being called was to be
authentic witnesses to the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
our Lord.
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How can we apply this?
● Topic A: Vigilant prayer. How often do we go swiftly from one
event to the next and one day to another without stopping to
talk with our God about all that is happening? Although we see
that Jesus prayed often and regularly, these were moments too
of special re ection and conversation with God. On top of the
passing conversational prayers that you may enjoy with God,
consider the discipline of stepping outside of our busy lives to be
with God in prayer. A special and extended prayer time could be
considered every morning? Once a week? Once a fortnight?
● Topic B: Being called to discipleship. Jesus chose twelve men
to teach and do life with as he trained them for gospel ministry.
He then sent them out in Matthew 28 to make more disciples
(see also Luke 24:45-49). We are the bene ciaries of the ministry
that Jesus started here in Luke 6. 1 Peter 1:1-2 describes the
process of being made a disciple of Christ and it is not through
importance or brilliance or beauty but through God’s grace in
calling and redeeming and re ning. Do you identify yourself as
a disciple of Christ?
● Topic C: The before and after of Christian growth. These
twelve men began their traineeship with Jesus and went on to
serve Christ with their lives (excluding Judas Iscariot). Consider
the before and after shot of some of these men and praise God
that he is doing his work in you and your group too. Read
Ephesians 2:1-10 (especially Verses 8-10) or Titus 3:5 and thank
God for his handiwork.

Prayer for the week
Lord God, you saved us, not because of the righteous things we’ve
done but by your mercy through Jesus Christ your Son. Increase our
faith, grow our love, and complete our joy by knowing you and Jesus
Christ whom you sent. Amen.
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For Further Study: A Motley Crew of Names
Here is the list of men Jesus called to be his twelve disciples and
some notes on each person. We know a great deal about a few of
these men from the bible but other names require church history for
expansion. This study will focus on what the bible teaches us about
each man. Church history and tradition has its place to be sure, but
putting our emphasis on what the bible tells us helps us stay clear on
the bible’s message and not on human history.
1. Simon (whom he named Peter),
a. Jesus gave Simon this new name which means rock.
(Matthew 16:18; John 1:42)
b. Luke refers to him as Simon up until this point but Peter
from here on until 22:31 and 24:34. I’ve often enjoyed the
thought that Jesus referred to Simon Peter from his
worldly name (Simon) when sin was at his door but his
born again name (Peter) when he is being forgiven and
called.
c. He lived in Capernaum (Mark 1:29) but came from
Bethsaida. (John 1:44)
d. Peter was recognised as the leader of the Jewish
Christians. (Acts 2:14, 37; Galatians 2:7-8)
e. His journey with Jesus gave him special privilege as he
watched Jesus be trans gured to reveal his glory
(Matthew 17:1-8). He was the rst to confess Jesus as the
Christ (Matthew 16:16), was assigned leadership by Jesus
(Matthew 16:18), was prayed over by Christ (Luke 22:31-32)
and personally sort after for forgiveness (Luke 24:34; John
21:15-17).
f. Peter wrote the books of 1 and 2 Peter and tradition tells us
that he authorised Mark’s gospel.
2. his brother Andrew,
a. He and his brother Simon were in the shing trade
together. (Matthew 4:18)
b. He lived in a home with Simon. (Mark 1:29)
c. He and Simon were both from Bethsaida. (John 1:44)
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3.

4.

5.

6.

d. He was a disciple of John the Baptist who pointed him to
Jesus. (John 1:35-40)
e. He introduced his brother to Jesus. (John 1:41)
f. While not of the top three disciples closest to Jesus, he had
a private relationship with Jesus. (Mark 13:3; John 6:8; John
12:22)
James,
a. James and John were brothers known as the sons of
Zebedee (Luke 5:10) and sons of thunder. (Mark 3:17)
b. Their mother was Salome who was also Mary’s sister,
making them cousins of Jesus. (see John 19:25, Matthew
27:56 and Mark 15:40 combined)
c. He was one of the early church martyrs. (Acts 12:1-2)
d. He did not write the book called James, that would be
James the brother of Jesus.
John,
a. See above regarding his relationship with James.
b. John is listed second in the list by Luke in Acts 1:13.
c. He wrote the gospel called John as well as the three letters
of the same name.
d. He, with Peter and James, were often close to Jesus and
formed a privileged close circle around him. (Matthew
17:1-8; Mark 5:37; 9:2; 13:3; 14:33; Luke 8:51; 9:28)
Philip,
a. The following three stories give us insight into this man. He
comes across as a people person perhaps.
i. John 1:43-48
ii. John 12:20-22
iii. John 14:8-10
Bartholomew,
a. This name/word means ‘son of Tolmai’.
b. His actual name is quite possibly Nathanael - here are the
arguments why:
i. Bartholomew is arguably not his actual name since it
simply means who he is the son of.
ii. Matthew, Mark and Luke do not mention Nathanael,
while John does not mention Bartholomew.
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iii.

iv.

The lists of the disciples in the synoptic gospels
(Matthew, Mark and Luke) all place Bartholomew
and Philip together (Philip and Nathanael were close
according to John 1:43-48).
All the men named in John 21:2 are apostles except
for Nathanael (unless he is also Bartholomew).

7. Matthew,
a. Matthew is probably another name for Levi the tax
collector (compare Luke 5:27-32 with Matthew 9:9-13).
b. He wrote the gospel which opens the New Testament.
8. Thomas,
a. His name means twin and he is also known as Didymus.
(John 11:16; 20:24; 21:2)
b. Although given the reputation as the doubter (which I
dislike), he delivers some of the best statements about
Jesus in the gospels and shows us a man who will not
follow blindly but he will follow to his death. (John 11:16; 14:5;
20:28)
9. James son of Alphaeus,
a. It is di cult to know much about this James. He is not the
martyr of Acts 12 nor is he the brother of Jesus since it
seems Jesus’ brothers did not believe until later. Some
have suggested that he is the brother of Matthew since
they both are sons of Alphaeus (Mark 2:14) but Alphaeus
was a common name and this is speculation.
10.Simon who was called the Zealot,
a. James II, Simon II and Judas II each require some
extensions to their rst names to distinguish them from
others.
b. The Zealots were a nationalistic radical group who
aggressively opposed the Roman state. So in Jesus’ crew
we have a tax collector who worked with the state and a
radical who strongly opposed it.
11. Judas son of James,
a. Some say that Thaddaeus of Mark 3:18 and Matthew 10:3
are Judas son of James since they occupy the same place
in the list and many disciples had two names.
Page 59

b. John 14:22-31
12. and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.
a. If Iscariot refers to a certain region in Judea then Judas is
the only non-Galilean in the group. The name does have
the Aramaic meaning of “false one” but is that a meaning
assigned to the word at a later date? It could also mean
“Dyer” as a reference to his occupation. The region
suggestion is most likely given John 6:71 and John 13:21-22.
b. John 7:71; 12:4; 13:2, 26; Matthew 26:14; Mark 14:10; Luke 22:3
c. Judas Iscariot who would betray Jesus and the group
completes the list of people Jesus, after a night of vigil
prayer, called his disciples.

Page 60

