Genesis 2:8-14

“Now the LORD God had planted a garden in
the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he
had formed. The LORD God made all kinds of
trees grow out of the ground — trees that were
pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the
middle of the garden were the tree of life and
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Ariver watering the garden flowed from Eden;
from there it was separated into four
headwaters. The name of the first is the
Pishon; it winds through the entire land of
Havilah, where there is gold. (The gold of that
land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also
there.) The name of the second river is the
Gihon; it winds through the entire land of
Cush. The name of the third river is the Tigris;
it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the
fourth river is the Euphrates.”

REFLECT

1. What does the river do?

2. What is the end result of the flowing river?

3. What are the differences/ similarities
between Genesis/ Ezekiel/ Rev rivers?

4. What would the impact of hearing this be
on the exiles by the Kebar River?

RIVERS AND RIVERS AND RIVERS AND JESUS

Ezekiel 47:1-12

“The man brought me back to the entrance to the
temple, and | saw water coming out from under the
threshold of the temple towards the east (for the
temple faced east). The water was coming down
from under the south side of the temple, south of
the altar. He then brought me out through the north
gate and led me round the outside to the outer
gate facing east, and the water was trickling from
the south side. As the man went eastward with a
measuring line in his hand, he measured off a
thousand cubits and then led me through water
that was ankle-deep. He measured off another
thousand cubits and led me through water that was
knee-deep. He measured off another thousand and
led me through water that was up to the waist. He
measured off another thousand, but now it was a
river that | could not cross, because the water had
risen and was deep enough to swim in — a river
that no one could cross. He asked me, ‘Son of
man, do you see this?’ Then he led me back to the
bank of the river. When | arrived there, | saw a
great number of trees on each side of the river. He
said to me, ‘This water flows towards the eastern
region and goes down into the Arabah, where it
enters the Dead Sea. When it empties into the sea,
the salty water there becomes fresh. Swarms of
living creatures will live wherever the river flows.
There will be large numbers of fish, because this
water flows there and makes the salt water fresh;
so where the river flows everything will live.
Fishermen will stand along the shore; from En
Gedi to En Eglaim there will be places for
spreading nets. The fish will be of many kinds —
like the fish of the Mediterranean Sea. But the
swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they
will be left for salt. Fruit trees of all kinds will grow
on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not
wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will
bear fruit, because the water from the sanctuary
flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and
their leaves for healing.”

Revelation 22:1-5

“Then the angel showed me the river of the
water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from
the throne of God and of the Lamb down the
middle of the great street of the city. On each
side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing
twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every
month. And the leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations. No longer will there be
any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb
will be in the city, and his servants will serve
him. They will see his face, and his name will
be on their foreheads. There will be no more
night. They will not need the light of a lamp or
the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give
them light. And they will reign for ever and
ever.”

APPLY

1. Remembering that the OT points to Jesus,
how might Ezekiel 47 do that?

2. What sort of transformation and renewal
might we expect for ourselves while we
are on earth?

3. What is the impact upon you of hearing
this vision and seeing its fulfillment?



