
Growth Group Study Questions 
 

Word of God - Inerrancy 
 
Last week ... the bible is inspired by God. What does this mean? 
 2 Peter 1:12-21 
 2 Timothy 3:10-17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness,  so that the servant of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work. 
 
This week ... Does the bible have mistakes or problems, added bits or is it free from error? 
Is it the very word of God? 
 
The bottom line ... Does God make mistakes? Does he lie? Is the bible God-breathed? 
A question... If we cannot trust what the bible says is accurate, then were does this leave 
our faith and how can we be sure of salvation? 
 
Start thinking ... What sort of problems do or might people raise about the bible? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The controversies ... 1. The credibility issue – did the right people write it? 

    2. The accuracy of events issue – is what they wrote trustworthy? 
    3. The Xerox issue – how was it copied? 

 
The credibility issue - 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 ... 
 Verses 1,2 
 
 
 Verses 3-8 
 
 
 
  Verses 9-11 



The accuracy issue – The confidence people in the bible had in the bible itself 
 Proverbs 30:5,6, Psalm 12:6, Psalm 119:96, 160, John 17:17 
 1 Corinthians 2:13 
 Galatians 3:16 
 Matthew 5:17-20 
 Mark 12:36-37 
 Luke 21:33 
 Luke 24:25-27, 44-48 
 John 10:34-35 
 
The Xerox issue ... 
 Expert copiers  
 
 
 Oodles of copies 
 
 
 When we know that we don’t know 
 
 
 
Summary 
1. The bible describes itself as the word of God and the truth. 
2. The bible is God-breathed and inspired and directed and authored by God. Since he is 

sovereign over everything, he is able to direct not just the writing of the bible but the 
pathway that it has taken to get into our hands. Whether we like it or not, we have the 
bible that we have – thanks to God. 

3. The writers of the bible believed they were passing on a truth that was so important 
and necessary for salvation. 

4. The bible reports events and the explanation of the events very, very close to the 
actual occurrence of these events – at the time of publishing, plenty of people were 
still alive to verify. This is true of both the New and the Old Testaments. 

5. The copiers were equally impressed with the importance of the bible and became 
experts at passing on what was handed to them. 

6. Modern scholars know quite a lot about the original texts without even having access 
to them. It’s not guess work or settling for ‘close enough.’ In fact, the bibles we have 
today are better than those being published in the 1500’s because a) we have a better 
understanding of the Koine Greek language and of Hebrew and b) we have more 
copies to work from that have been discovered through archaeology. 

7. When discrepancies appear to exist in the text, the translators tell us about them. 
There is no secret hidden society trying to convince us that this book as come to us 
directly from the hand of God – without touching the hands of any men. No, we have a 
book that records God’s activity in this world for our salvation and which has been 
written, transported, copied, read, translated, retranslated and gone out into all the 
world for every eye to read and ear to hear the good news of the Lord Jesus Christ: 
that he died for our sins, was buried and raised on the third day, appeared to Peter 
and his disciples and many more saw him – this I believe and hold firmly onto for my 
own salvation. 

 


